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CHURCH SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE AUGUST 2026

2nd August 9.00am Morning Prayer via website & FB

Trinity 9 10.30am Morning Worship Teynham check website

 10.30am Morning Worship Norton

 10.30am Holy Communion Doddington

 10.30am Holy Communion Eastling

6th August 11.00am Holy Communion Wychling

 

9th August 9.00am Morning Prayer via website & FB

Trinity 10 10.30am All Together Now Lynsted

 10.30am Holy Communion Newnham

 10.30am Holy Communion Oare

 10.30am Morning Prayer Throwley

 

16th August 9.00am Morning Prayer via website & FB

Trinity 11 9.00am Breakfast Church Oare

 10.30am Holy Communion Teynham check website

 10.30am Holy Communion Norton

 10.30am Warm Hearts Gathering Doddington Village Hall

 10.30am Morning Worship Eastling

 

23rd August 9.00am Morning Prayer via website & FB

Trinity 12 10.30am Family Holy Communion Lynsted

 10.30am Morning Worship Newnham

 10.30am Morning Worship Oare

 10.30am Holy Communion Throwley

 4.00pm Evensong  Teynham  check website

30th August 10.30am Benefice HC  Wychling

Please check church notices and online for any potential change in services to those published 

above. 

www.kingsdownandcreekside.co.uk

Rector: Paula Jardine-Rose  Parish Office: 01795 521831

Church Wardens Contact Details:

Newnham:  Bruce Leckie (01795) 890550 Dave Buckett (01795) 890240

Doddington:  Les Roberts 07944 284173  Matthew Jevons (01795) 886341

Wychling:  Robbie Jardine (01795) 886165

http://www.kingsdownandcreekside.co.uk/


Why Make a Will?
Making a will is the only way to ensure that your wishes are carried out after your death.  Without a valid 
will, your property and assets will pass under the Law of intestacy.  In any event it is likely to cost more and 
take longer than if a will  had been made.  Making a will lets your loved ones know that you cared enough 
to sort things out in advance.

Single will from £190.00 incl. VAT.  Mirror wills from £250.00 incl. VAT

R.A.D. Ballet - 3 yrs to senior level

      I.S.T.D. Tap & Modern

      Street Dance, Ladies’ Adult Ballet 

    01622 850329 
     more than a ballet school

www.lenhamballetschool.co.uk
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The last time I wrote an article for the Newsletter I was announcing my marriage. What a wonderful occasion 
that was as was our church blessing in June. 

One thing that usually (not always) happens is the woman changing her surname. I took my husband's surname 
and it has taken some getting used to. For most of my life I have been Ramshaw now I have to remember that I 
am McIntyre. Seven months later and I still have a nagging doubt that I have forgotten to tell someone my new 
surname. Remembered the bank, utilities, etc but for those organisations we don't contact that often it is 
difficult to tell everyone. Then a letter will arrive and it is still Ramshaw. 

This made me think about my identity, although my name has changed and I am a married woman my identity 
hasn't changed, I am still me. But what is our identity how do we define ourselves? Identity is often spoken of 
as something we build — a mosaic of choices, memories, relationships, and roles. But through a religious lens, 
identity becomes something deeper: not merely constructed, but revealed. It is less a project and more a 
pilgrimage. 

There is a quiet truth echoed across many traditions: before you become anything, you are already known. 
Jerimiah 1 verse 5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you;" 
Known by God, known by the Creator, known by the Source. How wonderful is that? Identity begins not with 
self-definition but with divine recognition. 

In this view, your truest self is not the one shaped by expectation or achievement, but the one held gently in 
the mind of God — the self that existed before titles, before mistakes, before fear. This is the self that scripture 
often calls beloved. 

Identity is not static; it is a calling that unfolds over time. Faith teaches that who you are is not confined to who 
you have been or what you have done. There is always a deeper layer waiting to be lived. 

Sometimes this calling whispers. Sometimes it disrupts. Sometimes it asks you to step out of the familiar and 
into the unknown. But it always moves toward greater wholeness — toward becoming the person God already 
sees. Jerimiah 29 v11 “For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” 

Religious identity is not only about discovering who you are; it is also about releasing who you are not. 

Letting go becomes a spiritual discipline.
Letting go of the identity shaped by fear.
Letting go of the identity shaped by comparison.
Letting go of the identity shaped by wounds that tried to define you. 

In surrender, you make space for grace to do its quiet work. 

Identity is never solitary. It is shaped in relationship — with God, with others, with creation. You are not an 
isolated soul wandering through meaning; you are part of a larger story. A wonderful story shaped by God. 

We all have many identities parents, children, work colleagues, grandparents, church family we all wear 
different hats and our identity can change depending on who we are with self-esteem comes from being 
comfortable in who you are, being happy with who you are. 

Your identity is woven into the prayers of those who came before you and the hopes of those who will come 
after. To know yourself is also to know your place in the tapestry of faith. Ultimately, identity is not a 
destination but a becoming. 

A lifelong unfolding of the divine image within you. 

You are not finished.
You are not fixed.
You are not defined by your lowest moment or your highest achievement. You are not defined by your acts, 
your name or what you wear. 

You are a work of sacred art in progress — shaped by mercy, strengthened by struggle, illuminated by love. 

Identity, in its deepest sense, is the meeting point between who you are, who you are becoming, and who God 
has always known you to be. It is a journey of revelation, courage, and grace.

Are you happy with your identity? no.... I can assure you that God is happy with you if you let him into your life 
to help shape you, guide you and live in you with peace and love. 

God bless

Caroline



JONATHAN BUTCHER BUILDING DEVELOPMENTS

FOR ALL TYPES  OF BUILDING WORK WHETHER LARGE OR SMALL
TELEPHONE 01795 424306  INFO@JBUTCHERBUILDERS.CO.UK

Specialised Plastering and General Building
                          A professional service provided

 Free quote which will 
fit your budget

Affordable Quality
Paul Kruger

Mobile: 07817522680 Home: 01795 830572
shirleykruger@aol.com

6



A defibrillator 
can be found on the north wall of Doddington VH and  on the Porch wall of Newnham VH

Doddington Village Hall (unless otherwise stated)
Weekly
Valley Players: Tuesday evenings, September to December from 7.30pm.  If you are interested in helping or 
taking part in future productions pop in and leave your name and contact details.  Backstage help particularly 
welcome.  Contacts Les Roberts  07944284173 
Buddies Parent and Toddler Group: Friday morning (term-time)  9 to 10.30am.  All children aged 0-4 and their 
carers are most welcome.  New Contact: Amy – email:  amykemp788@gmail.com
Guitar Group: The Chequers, Wednesdays 7.30-9.30 pm.  All levels welcome.
Yoga: every Tuesday 10am and Sundays. Bookings and contact details via https://bookwhen.com/https-
chrisstookesyoga-co-uk

Monthly
Doddington Parish Council: 2nd Monday 7.30 pm.  Local residents welcome to observe, and there is a section 
for questions and comments from the public.
Historical Research Group: 4th Monday 7.30pm.  Exploring local history and archaeology in the three 
parishes.  Now back meeting regularly.  Contact: Karen Potts karennpotts@gmail.com
Games Afternoon: First Wednesday of each month, 1-3pm. Tea/coffee. Email Lesley Lesleyboast@live.co.uk 
What’s On Tai Chi with Rhonda: selected Mondays @ 7pm for  an hour: For more  information and bookings 
please email: bex.taichi@yahoo.co.uk; Mob: 07985 001782.

Newnham Village Hall (unless otherwise stated)
Weekly    
U3A Art Group: Every Monday afternoon 1-4pm.  Contact:  Sue 01795 890627.
Newnham Brownies:  5.30pm - 7.00pm every Tuesday (term-time only). To join & find out more about 
Brownies, please go to www.girlguiding.org.uk to register your child’s interest on the GO Membership 
system. You will be contacted within a few days about local packs and contacts. 
Outdoor Gym Club-  Start time changed from 11.15 am to 9.30 am every Wednesday

Monthly
Newnham Parish Council Meeting: 2nd Thursday each month at 7.30pm 

Nearby towns and villages

Stalisfield Youth Club: Meet twice monthly in Stalisfield Village Hall 7-8.30pm .  
Contact:  Catherine Norwood,  email: clnorwood@doctors.org.uk   

Zumba: Day and evening classes in Teynham, Faversham and Eastling.  Contact Leigh Miles 01795 890149, 

07873431952, leigh.fitness@btinternet.com, or www. milesdanceandfitness.com

Useful contacts
Doddington Neighbourhood Watch:  To be kept informed of local incidents and general notifications issued 
by the Kent NHW police, please email: neighbourhoodwatch.doddington@yahoo.com
Angela Dye is your Neighbourhood Watch contact for Newnham. email: angeladye@gmail.com 
Suspicious happenings should be reported by phone on 101, or 999 in an emergency.
Scams – for help and  advice with online scams contact Citizens Advice scams action on 080250  5050
Doddington and Newnham online:  www.doddingtonkent.uk https://www.newnham-pc.gov.uk/
Facebook:  Doddington Village and Newnham Village each have their own Facebook sites
Helen Whately:  MP for Faversham and Mid Kent - email: helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk
Address: House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA.    Tel: 020 7219 6472    
Terry Thompson: Ward Member for East Downs: TerryThompson@swale.gov.uk.Phone.07968810638.                                   
Rich Lehmann - County Councillor for Swale East.  Tel: 03000 415013  email- Rich.Lehmann@kent.gov.uk
Claire Jones, KCC Community Warden – 07779 876993 claire.jones4@kent.gov.uk 
PC Gary Morris, Swale Beat Officer for East Downs – gary.morris@kent.police.uk
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Ess Dee CLEANING
General Household Cleaning

I live in Newnham but will cover 

surrounding villages.  Honest and reliable 

– references can be provided on request.  

Hourly rate £16.50 per hour, 

longer periods can be negotiated.

Mobile 07735 692797

Splat Messy Play

Messy play classes for babies and

 toddlers  (six months plus).

Each session offers a variety of themed 

Trays filled with safe, sensory materials 

such as paint, rice, foam, jelly and more.

Bookonline: bookwhen.com/splatmessyplayfaversham Or contact Amy on - 07910707453

Join us to:

•Encourage your child’s creativity and curiosity

•Support early learning through sensory play

•Meet other local parents, grandparents and carers

Classes running in Faversham, Sittingbourne and 

Canterbury.

Classes and Special Events are now open for booking.

https://bookwhen.com/splatmessyplayfaversham
https://bookwhen.com/splatmessyplayfaversham
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Chairman: Steve Coates 07960 110551, Vice Chairman: Colin Jones 886857,
Kevin Attwood 886395, Kirsty Clark 886109, Graham Cuthbert 886365, 

Kevin Fraser 07581 884529 and Linda Lumsden 886376                             
Clerk: Wendy Licence 01622 739324

To email the Council please use: doddingtonpc@gmail.com

Doddington Village Fete – Sunday 30 August, 1pm to 4pm

The Doddington Village Fete is traditionally held on the Sunday of the August Bank Holiday weekend and has 
become a tradition in the village diary. The aim is to put on a family friendly afternoon with music, games, stalls 
and refreshments for villager residents and their families and friends, as well as visitors to the area.

Organising each year’s event is overseen by a very small committee, commencing in January each year by 
contacting regular stall holders, seeking new exhibitors and ideas for everyone’s enjoyment. 

The hardest job is finding willing volunteers to assist with the actual running of the fete on the day, especially 
getting enough volunteers to run games, events, the refreshment tent, the raffle, etc.  If we had more people 
willing to give up an hour or two during the afternoon, we could put on more, especially for the children.

It is always a great afternoon, enjoyed by many; but we would like to make it even better.

If you think you can help out this year, please speak to, or message, Chris from the committee on 07527 400045.
Thank you.

DODDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

This is a brief summary of the meeting held on 13 July 2026

SHOPPER BUS

Councillors were pleased to learn that from September, the Shopper Bus will run from Doddington on Saturdays 

at 9.35am. 12.05pm and 14.10pm.  Full details will be published on the website when available.

POLICE

PC Atherton attended the meeting and reported that nuisance motor cycles/E-bikes have been an issue across 

rural parts of the Borough. The police want members of the public to report incidents and any information 

regarding the make, partial registration numbers, description of rider (distinctive clothing etc - if possible), linked 

vehicles eg vans, time of incident, location etc in order for them to gather an intelligence picture.  Please phone 

101 or using the reporting tool on Kent Police website- https://www.kent.police.uk/.

PLANNING MATTERS          

i. Proposed Highsted Park Ref: 21/503914/EIOUT Location: Land South And East Of Sittingbourne Kent Ref: 

21/503906/EIOUT Location: Land To The West Of Teynham London Road Teynham The Inquiry Chair’s report 

has now been submitted to the Secretary of State. The final decision is expected in September.

ii.  Ref: 26/501794/FULL: The Oast Driving Range Church Road Tonge Kent ME9 9AR.

The proposals seek to improve the existing facilities through the import of around 40,000m3 soil to raise the 

ground level of the existing golf course in line with the driving range and wider site, and subsequent rebuild. This 

will result in soil being transported by up to 50 HGVs per day from collection sites to Tonge. Doddington PC is 

not a statutory consultee in respect of this application. However, we have submitted comments relating to the 

transport management plan which reflect our past experience with tipper trucks collecting soil from the vicinity of 

Lenham to the golf course and the disruption this caused. Should the application be permitted, Doddington, 

Wichling and Lynsted would only be affected if the route from Lenham was repeated. The council will monitor 

this.

HIGHWAYS

The Parish Council has chased Swale Borough Council (SBC) regarding the stage 2 complaint lodged on 1 June 

concerning the failure to carry out the road sweep on the Old Lenham Road when requested on 5 November 

2025.  They have apologised and the complaint is on hold pending further investigations.

Anyone can report an issue with a road by logging faults on the KCC portal:

https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-and-travel/report-or-track-a-problem-on-the-road-or-pavement

Date of next Parish Council Meeting: Monday 14 September at 7.30pm in Doddington Village Hall

You are welcome to attend the meetings which include a public participation section where residents can, at the 

Chairman’s discretion, address the Council for up to three minutes on any topic of concern.

https://doddingtonkentparishcouncil.gov.uk/ Don’t forget to sign up for email alerts.
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7.00-8.00pm Doddington Village Hall
1st , 3rd and 5th  Monday of each month

For further information and to check 
availability, please contact Rhonda

07885 001782
Email: bex.taichi@yahoo.co.uk

www.abundantenergy.uk

deggsig+digent@gmail.com
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NEWNHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman: Emma Turner 07879 225544, Councillors Sue Gunner 890627, Matthew Fray, Angela 

Dye, Don Cockrill and Jane Crampton.

Clerk: clerk@newnham-pc.gov.uk

This is a brief summary of the Parish Council Meeting held 16th July 2026 Full minutes can be found 

at www.newnham-pc.gov.uk/

Annual Sponsored Bicycle Ride and Stride

Saturday 12 September 2026, 10am-6pm

Visit some of the 700 churches across Kent by bicycle or on foot

The Friends of Kent Churches is an ecumenical charity dedicated to the preservation of churches of 

architectural merit. Its main fund-raising event is the sponsored cycle ride and walk that takes place on the 

second Saturday in September each year. 50% of sponsorship money raised goes to the church chosen 

by the participant, with the other 50% going to the Friends who distribute around £180,000 per year in 

grants. In 2011 Newnham church was lucky enough to receive a substantial grant from the Friends 

towards the £20,000 cost of masonry repairs carried out that year. 

You can lend your support by riding or walking to raise money yourself, or simply by sponsoring those who 

are. If you participate you will get the chance to enjoy some church architecture, a pleasant day out in the 

countryside and an assortment of homemade cakes and refreshments along the way.

This year Bruce Leckie intends to cycle from Newnham to St. Augustine’s Church in Ramsgate following 

as best he can the Augustine Camino route which passes through Doddington and Newnham on its way 

from Rochester Cathedral.

For more information and sponsorship forms or if you would like somebody to ride with, please contact:

Bruce Leckie 130 The Street, Newnham     Tel: 890550 bruce.leckie@live.co.uk

At its meeting on 16 July 2026, Newnham Parish Council 

considered a number of matters affecting the parish.

The Council approved the minutes of the previous meeting held 

on 11 June 2026 before receiving updates during the open 

session. Members were pleased to note that the village 

defibrillator is fully operational, and thanks were recorded to the 

Newnham Fete Committee for their continued support within the 

community. The Council also received an update on the outcome 

of the Local Government Reorganisation, noting that Option 4B 

had been decided.

The Council discussed the introduction of a Community 

Speedwatch scheme. While contact is still awaited from Kent 

Police, it was agreed that the Council will begin advertising for 

local volunteers interested in helping with the initiative.

In financial matters, councillors approved a payment of £118.80 

to PlaySafety for an inspection report on the outdoor gym 

equipment. The report will be considered in detail at the next 

meeting to determine any actions that may be required.

Members also discussed the future of The George Inn. The 

Council resolved to write to Shepherd Neame, urging the 

company to reopen the pub at the earliest opportunity. 

Councillors agreed to await a response before considering 

whether to pursue registration of the building as an Asset of 

Community Value.
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                 Contact   us today to arrange a regular      

    contract or request  a free 
quote.
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sdsewageservices@gmail.com

01622 231814 / 01622 844708

    Lou   07568 585473

Dan   07783 544514

Instagram   s_d_sewageservices_ltd

mailto:sdsewageservices@gmail.com
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INFINITI PUPILS AT THE FURNACE ROOM STUDIO
Christine Adams & Andy Glen

On a Thursday morning in June I had the pleasure of visiting Andy Glen’s Furnace Rooms Studios with 3 

students from Infiniti School.  I have been visiting the school once a week for a while offering music 

sessions. Sometimes the youngsters want to learn a certain instrument but most often they want to 

explore their favourite songs or tracks from games and films. Summer, Kyle and Gracie have been keen 

on singing in these sessions for the last few weeks and I contacted Andy to see if we could visit the 

studio.  He was delighted and keen to help the students in their musical journeys. 

They had prepared songs to record and knew their material well.  Of course there were nerves and 

excitement as they did not know quite what to expect! 

Andy put the students at their ease showing them around the studio and answering all their questions. 

There were all sorts of responses;  the phrase “the dead room” needed some explanation!   And there 

was astonishment at the number of instruments and all the equipment.

Summer and Kyle sang their version of Shallow and after three takes began to relax and enjoy 

themselves. As they did so we saw a change both in their stance and in the quality of their voices.  Gracie 

sang Lost Boy and in three takes grew in confidence. There followed the recording of Dancing on My Own 

with Summer and Kyle well into their stride by now. All three singers had already achieved a great deal. 

And then we revisited Shallow and Andy invited Kyle to sing the harmony part for one section of the song.  

It was a huge ask to sing new material there and then, and Andy’s skill as a mentor as well as a producer 

did the trick.   After a few tries Kyle nailed it. There was never any doubt that all three students would do 

well in the session – we knew they would and by the end of the morning they believed it too! 

The morning ended with Andy kindly leading a jam session before the students returned to school for 

afternoon classes.  What a great morning! 

Christine

I was indeed delighted to receive the call from Christine about having the students from the Infiniti School 

over to the studio to record for the morning. As an educator myself at Ashford College where I teach 

cohorts of 16-19 years, I was well aware of the pitfalls, nerves and anxiety young adults face when they 

come in to a studio environment for the first time. 

All three students however came equipped with curiosity and a great deal of courage. It’s very exposing to 

sing in front of someone you’ve never met before, let along have it committed to a recording, but the 

students were well rehearsed and found their footing fairly quickly. 

I decided to set up for the vocal sessions with me in the control room so we had an inclusive intimate 

working setting. It can be quite daunting for singers, especially for those who it was their first time of being 

in a recording studio to be sent out into a live room with just a microphone and a set of headphones to 

guide them, so hopefully the students felt supported and at ease with having others around. Naturally 

there were lots of questions about what would happen if they ‘messed up’ to which I simply said that we 

would ‘delete it and do it again’. 

Each of the singers had real individual character to their voices. Kyle, a natural baritone, Summer, a well-

grounded alto, and Gracy,  a light agile mezzo-soprano. All the students took direction really well and 

responded to feedback with grace while I tried to get the best performance out of them. The star student 

of the day for me was Kyle who showed real courage and risk taking. He took on some of the parts that 

others didn’t feel confident enough to attempt on the day, and adapted well when I asked him to drop the 

pitch of Dancing on my Own, which was a huge accomplishment and showed great resilience. 

I was very proud of all three students and was grateful to Christine for allowing me to have the opportunity 

to be part of their footprint in starting out on their music journeys into recording.   

I wish them all well and hope to be able to record them again at some point in the future. Well done guys, 

you nailed it! 

Andy

Christine Adams  christineadamsmusic@gmail.com

Furnace Rooms https://www.furnacerooms.com/

Andy Glen enquiries@furnacerooms.com

INFINITI SCHOOL https://infinitischool.co.uk/
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The Queens Regimental Association

… would like to issue an invitation 
to the monthly veterans' breakfast 
held at the Jon Wright Memorial 
Field (formerly Kennels Field).  

Their Secretary, Alisdair Goulden, 
advises that they provide free 
breakfasts for any veteran; and 
welcome attendance by any of their 
local friends who want to come and 
hear about the work that we are 
doing at the Rehabilitation Centre 
and have breakfast with us (a 
donation is welcome!)

Join us for good food & good 
company – Event dates for 2026
10am on 30th Aug, 27 Sept, 18th Oct.
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FILM NIGHT
at Doddington Village Hall.

Friday 24th July  7.30pm

£5. Bring your own drinks and 

nibbles. 

Ice creams available.

Song Sung Blue
starring Hugh Jackman 

and Kate Hudson.

Based on the real-life story of a 
husband-and-wife Neil Diamond 
tribute act. Radio Times says: “a 

beautiful, big-hearted, blue-collar 
love story – with a shocking fork in 

the road along the way.”

Games Afternoon!
The chance to meet with others 

and play different board or 
card games.

Tea & coffee available

Weds 5th August, 1-3pm
Doddington Village Hall.

Thank you – Lesleyboast@live.co.uk

Doddington & District 

Village Show

Saturday 12th September, 
Doddington Village Hall

Show schedules now available from: 
Doddington Service Station  -  

Doughty’s Butchers  -  Newnham 
Church porch  -  Doddington Village 

Hall

Or email: 
barbara7roberts@gmail.com

A very happy 30th birthday to 
Sash for 25/08/26
From the S&D family

Doddington 
Village Fete

Sunday 30 August, 
1pm to 4pm

Doddington Rec

mailto:Lesleyboast@live.co.uk


 Mobile Beauty Therapist

" I am a qualified Beauty Therapist with 4 years 
experience and am committed to providing the 
highest quality of beauty treatments.

 I am passionate about helping others to feel good 
about themselves, and tailor each treatment to 
clients' specific needs and concerns.

 I use the highest quality products, and promise to 
deliver a relaxing, professional experience, in  my  
Doddington “Beauty Room" 

Ella
Nails
Gel Manicure             
Gel Re-Polish
BiabNails                    
G with tips
Biab no tips
feet Re-Polish
Pedicure
Soak Off only

Lash Extensions              Dermaplaning
New Set  
Infill                                  Micro needling             
Lash Removal

To book an appointment, or for 
further information:  Phone: 07494 293397
Email: ellakbeautytherapy@gmail.com

Lashes & Brows
Lash Lift & Tint
Lash Lift no Tint
Lash Tint
Brow Tint
Lash & Brow Tint
Semi Permanent Brows 

Advertising space 
available

15
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Notes from WDN History Group –  Scribblings and scratchings

There’s an excellent write up by Jacqueline Spencer in the Faversham Society’s August newsletter about 

recent work on the Doddington Parochial Library. If you’re not familiar with the library, it consists of about 

350 books collected by Daniel Somerscales, a vicar of Doddington and  established as a parochial library 

in 1744. It is now kept at Faversham Town Council’s offices in the Market Place where it can be viewed 

by appointment. Volunteers have been looking at the collection for any writing added to the books. A third 

have names signed in them, although only nine by Daniel Somerscales. But their best finds to date is a 

large drawing of a man wearing Puritan-style clothing (shoes with buckles and a Puritan ‘capotain’ hat) 

and sporting a goatee beard. Possibly drawn by a bored student reading this 17th century book entitled 

‘The Essence of Universal Secular History’. And written in Latin by the drawing was ‘Ioannus Sleidanus 

assinus est’ , that’s ‘Johann Sleidan is an ass’. Sleidan was a 16th century historian, presumably quoted 

in the book!

The history group have looked at the less cultured, but equally 

entertaining writing and doodles scratched into the pews in 

Newnham Church of which there’s a lot! There are initials, names, 

declarations of love, dates (earliest seen 1891), boats, 

Nature Notes

Making your own compost isn’t just good for the garden, it can be good for wildlife too. When you pile up 

green garden waste, a whole series of bacteria, fungi and invertebrates move in and start breaking it 

down, and they are quickly followed by the various insects and spiders that eat them. Woodlice are often 

found in compost heaps, especially if it’s a bit dry, and there can be several species (you can buy a low-

cost guide to woodlice here: https://www.field-studies-council.org/shop/publications/woodlouse-name-

trail/). There are specialist beetles, including the long, slender, predatory rove beetles (this beetle family 

has more than 1,000 species in the UK!), as well as mites, spiders, worms and much more.

aeroplanes, sailors, ploughs, 

horses, robots, a snowman, 

cyclists, and cowboys. If these 

were made by bored children 

during church services, it’s 

hard to believe that the 

scratching wasn’t heard by the 

vicar!

Amongst the less familiar compost-heap residents are some species of 

Pseudoscorpions, which are arachnids, having eight legs (like their 

relatives the spiders). They have enlarged front appendages which give 

them the appearance of scorpions, but they are harmless to people and 

also tiny – the biggest British species is just over 4mm long. The picture 

on the right shows a pseudoscorpion, no more than 2mm long, that I 

found in our compost heap at Doddington Allotments. Being tiny, 

Pseudoscorpions need help getting around, and one way they do it is by 

grabbing onto larger flies and beetles with those big claws and hitching a 

lift through the air.

We are all familiar with the Common Earwig, but it has a relative 

that is a specialist dweller in compost and dung heaps. The 

Lesser Earwig gets up to 7mm (less than one-third of an inch) 

and is rarely seen. The earwig in the picture is a male Lesser 

Earwig from the same compost heap as the Pseudoscorpion. 

Unlike the Pseudoscorpions, Lesser Earwigs can fly, having fan-

like wings which are carefully folded away when they land.

Richard Moyse

https://www.field-studies-council.org/shop/publications/woodlouse-name-trail/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/shop/publications/woodlouse-name-trail/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/shop/publications/woodlouse-name-trail/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/shop/publications/woodlouse-name-trail/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/shop/publications/woodlouse-name-trail/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/shop/publications/woodlouse-name-trail/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/shop/publications/woodlouse-name-trail/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/shop/publications/woodlouse-name-trail/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/shop/publications/woodlouse-name-trail/


Helping wildlife thrive in Newnham by growing together; sharing 

ideas and creating nature-friendly gardens and village spaces.

Reaching for the Weedkiller? It Affects More Than You Think
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When weeds appear between paving stones, insects start nibbling our plants, or our garden doesn’t look quite as 
tidy as we’d like, it’s tempting to reach for a quick fix. Herbicides (weedkillers) and pesticides can seem like an easy 
solution - spray, wait, and the problem disappears.

But what we put on our gardens doesn’t always stay where we put it. These chemicals can affect the wider 
environment, including the insects, birds, pets, wildlife and soil that all play an important role in keeping our gardens 
healthy.

Many of the creatures we think of as “bugs” are actually helping us. Bees, butterflies, beetles and other insects 
pollinate plants and provide food for birds and other wildlife. When insect numbers decline, it can have a knock-on 
effect throughout the ecosystem.

Herbicides can also affect the soil beneath our feet. Healthy soil is full of tiny organisms, fungi and bacteria that help 
plants grow and support a thriving garden. Using chemicals unnecessarily can disturb this natural balance.

This doesn’t mean our gardens need to be perfectly wild or untidy. A few “weeds”, however, are not always a bad 
thing. Dandelions, clover and other flowering plants provide valuable food for pollinators, while a lawn that is 
allowed to flower occasionally can support much more wildlife than a completely weed-free one.

The good news is that there are plenty of alternatives:

For weeds:

• Pull them by hand when the soil is damp.

• Use a hoe regularly to remove young weeds before they spread.

• Add mulch, compost or woodchip around plants to reduce weed growth.

• Plant ground-cover plants that leave less space for weeds to establish.

For pests:

• Encourage natural predators such as ladybirds, frogs and birds.

• Use nematodes or beneficial insects to boost numbers of predators.

• Grow a variety of plants to create a balanced garden.

• Remember that a few nibbled leaves are a normal part of nature.

For healthier plants:

• Feed the soil with compost and organic matter.

• Choose plants suited to your garden conditions.

• Water deeply and less often to encourage strong roots.

We don’t need everyone to change everything overnight. Small choices made by many people can create a big 
difference. Leaving a small wild patch, planting a few pollinator-friendly flowers, or choosing not to spray can all 
help.

A beautiful garden doesn’t have to be a perfect garden. Sometimes a little messiness is exactly what nature need

Molly Fisher

Share your own ideas and projects:
Facebook group Wild About Newnham  
What’s App group : 07504-954-544
Mary, Hens Tooth 1a The Street

MOBILE LIBRARY  
Sunnyside, Doddington. Wednesday mornings 9.45am to 10.15am 
(fortnightly excluding bank holidays). 
Next dates: 5th Aug, 19th Aug, 2nd Sep

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN READING? 

WHICH BOOK? – BLACK NARCISSUS (Rumer Godden, 1939) and REBECCA (Daphne du Maurier 1938)

WHAT ARE THEY ABOUT? – Obsession, jealousy, fear, and haunting! Very different plots, locations, and people 
but the underlying themes are common to both. The buildings and locations in both stories disturb the characters; 
an isolated Himalayan mountain palace for the English nuns in Black Narcissus and the Cornish estate Manderley, 
which the second, young wife of Mr de Winters moves to, in Rebecca. This on top of some pernicious characters; 
the local agent Mr Dean (Black Narcissus), and Mrs Danvers (Rebecca) cause even more emotional distress. 

WERE THEY ON THE MOBILE LIBRARY? – No, I ordered them both and they arrived very quickly.

Both books were made into award-winning films in the 1940s and are now regarded as classics. Black Narcissus 
was directed by Michael Powell and Emeric Pressburger, and Rebecca by Alfred Hitchcock.



DIARY OF EVENTS  -  2026
5th August 9.45-10.15am Mobile Library (see page 17)  Sunnyside, Doddington

5th August 1.00-3.00pm Games Afternoon (see below) Doddington Village Hall

8th August 12.20-17.00pm Doddington Ukulele Festival Chequers Inn
  (see page 14)

19th August 9.45-10.15am Mobile Library (see page 17)  Sunnyside, Doddington

30th August 1.00-4.00pm Doddington Village Fete  Doddington Rec

30th August 10.00am QRRA Veterans’ Breakfast  John Wright Memorial Field

10th September 7.30pm Newnham Parish Council  Newnham Village Hall

12th September Doddington & District Village Show Doddington Village Hall
  (see page 14)

12th September 10am-6pm Friends of Kent Churches Ride & Stride (see page 11)

14th September 7.30pm Doddington Parish Council  Doddington Village Hall

16th October 7.30pm Quiz Night (see page 14)  Doddington Village Hall

and see page 7 for regular events and activities

  

  

NEWSLETTER - AVAILABLE IN EITHER PAPER COPY DELIVERED 

TO YOUR DOOR OR VIA EMAIL

All copy must be received by 6pm on the 20th of the preceding month

(15th for new adverts or changes to regular adverts)

Copy preferred in email or as an attachment to: dnwnewsletter@outlook.com 

or to Farthing Cottage, 50 The Street, Newnham, Sittingbourne, Kent. ME9 0LL  

Tel: 01795 890627   email: gunnersue564@gmail.com

Did you know Newnham has a village WhatsApp group, where we share news, advice and 

information or ask for help when needed?  All villagers are welcome to join.           

Contact Steve on 07540898617

NEWNHAM VILLAGE HALL

LOTTERY

The winning numbers in the
July Draws are as follows

The Hall Committee would like to thank all our 
members for their continued support.

New members are welcome – numbers cost £2 
per month.  Contact Julie on 01795890205 or 
julied103@hotmail.com for more information

1st    61
2nd  53
3rd   55

Games Afternoon!
The chance to meet with others 

and play different board or 
card games.

Tea & coffee available

Weds 5th August, 1-3pm
Doddington Village Hall.

Thank you – Lesleyboast@live.co.uk

mailto:dnwnewsletter@outlook.com
mailto:gunnersue564@gmail.com
mailto:julied103@hotmail.com
mailto:Lesleyboast@live.co.uk
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