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Welcome to The George
We are open . . . . .

            Weds 17.30 – 22.00     
Thurs 12.00 – 15.00 17.30  – 22.00
Fri 12.00 – 15.00 17.30  – 22.00

            Sat      10.00 – 15.00            17.30  -  22.00
            Sun     10.00 –  17.30

Daily Chalkboard Menu  12.00 – 14.30  17.30 – 20.30
 

Set Lunch 2 Courses - £15    Thurs/Fri/Sat

Brunch 10.00 – 11.30     Fri/Sat/Sun

Mon & Tues    closed, Sorry

Advertising 
space available

Advertising 
space available

www.thegeorgeatnewnham.com

Find us on Facebook: The George at Newnham

Instagram: thegeorgeatnewnham

Tel: 01795720600

http://www.thegeorgeatnewnham.com/
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Why Make a Will?
Making a will is the only way to ensure that your wishes are carried out after your death.  Without a valid 
will, your property and assets will pass under the Law of intestacy.  In any event it is likely to cost more and 
take longer than if a will  had been made.  Making a will lets your loved ones know that you cared enough 
to sort things out in advance.

Single will from £190.00 incl. VAT.  Mirror wills from £250.00 incl. VAT

R.A.D. Ballet - 3 yrs to senior level

      I.S.T.D. Tap & Modern

      Street Dance, Ladies’ Adult Ballet 

    01622 850329 
     more than a ballet school

www.lenhamballetschool.co.uk
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August is a time of change in the lives of our young people this month - the very young preparing to start 
school, many preparing for new classes and new teachers, some changing schools, some recently left 
school waiting for their exam grades to plan what they do next, some considering starting college, others 
just left college and planning their next moves, perhaps preparing to leave home for university or a new 
job and then there are those who have left university and considering what they do next. So much 
change. Some find change daunting and frightening, the fear of the unknown whilst there are some who 
embrace change and like the challenge of the unknown. I wonder where you are; do you fear change or 
embrace it.

We live in a world where change is inevitable, we cannot ignore it, we can’t be like the ostrich who sticks 
his head in the sand waiting until the change has gone.

If you fear change or it causes you anxiety, what can you do or how can you help someone who fears 
change, how can we support our children in facing change? The Bible gives us examples of how we can 
deal with the anxieties that change can bring, Philippians 4 says “I can do all things through him who 
strengthens me” and 1 Peter 5 says “Casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you”. We 
don’t have to go through change alone, God walks with us, he can guide us and give us the skills and 
courage to face change and the challenges change can bring.  If you feel that you are alone, you feel 
that God isn’t there then just read the Footprints poem:

One night a man had a dream.
He dreamed he was walking along the beach with the Lord.
Across the sky flashed scenes from his life.
For each scene, he noticed two sets of footprints in the sand:
one belonging to him, and the other to the Lord.
When the last scene of his life flashed before him,
he looked back at the footprints in the sand.
He noticed that many times along the path of his life there was only one set of footprints.
He also noticed that it happened at the very lowest and saddest times in his life.  This really 
bothered him and he questioned the Lord about it.
“Lord, You said that once I decided to follow you, You’d walk with me all the way.  I don’t understand 
why, when I needed you most, you would leave me?”

The Lord replied, “My son, My precious child, I love you and I would never leave you. During your
times of trial and suffering, when you see only one set of footprints, it was then that I carried You”

“So when you are facing change and you feel that God isn’t there, relax, stay calm because he doesn’t 
leave you it is then that he is carrying you”.

I hope that this month as our children and young people prepare for the changes that are about to 
happen that they grow in courage and strength and face these challenges with confidence and that us 
parents encourage them and can look at them with a sense of pride.

“Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your God goes 
with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.”
Deuteronomy 31

Caroline Ramshaw



JONATHAN BUTCHER BUILDING DEVELOPMENTS

FOR ALL TYPES  OF BUILDING WORK WHETHER LARGE OR SMALL
TELEPHONE 01795 424306  INFO@JBUTCHERBUILDERS.CO.UK

Specialised Plastering and General Building
                          A professional service provided

  Free quote which will fit your budget

Affordable Quality
Paul Kruger

Mobile: 07817522680 Home: 01795 830572
shirleykruger@aol.com
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A defibrillator 
can be found on the north wall of Doddington VH and  on the Porch wall of Newnham VH

Doddington Village Hall (unless otherwise stated)
Weekly
Valley Players: Tuesday evenings, September to December from 7.30pm.  If you are interested in helping or 
taking part in future productions pop in and leave your name and contact details.  Backstage help particularly 
welcome.  Contacts Les Roberts 01795 886332 
Buddies Parent and Toddler Group: Friday morning (term-time)  9 to 10.30am.  All children aged 0-4 and their 
carers are most welcome.  New Contact: Amy – email:  amykemp788@gmail.com
Doddington Ukulele Movement: Thursday evenings 8pm.  
Guitar Group: The Chequers, Wednesdays 7.30-9.30 pm.  All levels welcome. bobbiallen@btinternet.com
Yoga: every Tuesday 10am and Sundays. Bookings and contact details via https://bookwhen.com/https-
chrisstookesyoga-co-uk

Monthly
Doddington Parish Council: 2nd Monday 7.30 pm.  Local residents welcome to observe, and there is a section 
for questions and comments from the public.
Historical Research Group: 4th Monday 7.30pm.  Exploring local history and archaeology in the three 
parishes.  Now back meeting regularly.  Contact: Karen Potts karennpotts@gmail.com

Newnham Village Hall (unless otherwise stated)
Weekly    
U3A Art Group: Every Monday afternoon 1-4pm.  Contact:  Sue 01795 890627.
Newnham Brownies:  5.30pm - 7.00pm every Tuesday (term-time only). To join & find out more about 
Brownies, please go to WWW.girlguiding.org.uk to register your child’s interest on the GO Membership 
system. You will be contacted within a few days about local packs and contacts. 

Outdoor Gym Club-  Start time changed from 11.15 am to 9.30 am every Wednesday

Monthly
Newnham Parish Council Meeting: 2nd Thursday each month at 8pm 

Nearby towns and villages

Stalisfield Youth Club: Meet twice monthly in Stalisfield Village Hall 7-8.30pm .  
Contact:  Catherine Norwood,  email: clnorwood@doctors.org.uk   See last page for dates.

Zumba: Day and evening classes in Teynham, Faversham and Eastling.  Contact Leigh Miles 01795 890149, 

07873431952, leigh.fitness@btinternet.com, or www. milesdanceandfitness.com

Useful contacts
Doddington Neighbourhood Watch:  To be kept informed of local incidents and general notifications issued 
by the Kent NHW police, please email: neighbourhoodwatch.doddington@yahoo.com
Suspicious happenings should be reported by phone on 101, or 999 in an emergency.

Scams – for help and  advice with online scams contact Citizens Advice scams action on 080250  5050

Doddington and Newnham online:  www.doddingtonkent.uk https://www.newnham-pc.gov.uk/

Facebook:  Doddington Village and Newnham Village each have their own Facebook sites

Helen Whately:  MP for Faversham and Mid Kent - email: helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk
Address: House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA.    Tel: 020 7219 6472    

Terry Thompson: Ward Member for East Downs: TerryThompson@swale.gov.Uk.Phone.07968810638.                                   
Rich Lehmann - County Councillor for Swale East.  Tel: 03000 415013  email- Rich.Lehmann@kent.gov.uk

Angela Dye is your Neighbourhood Watch contact for Newnham. email: angeladye@gmail.com 
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What’s On Tai Chi with Rhonda: selected Mondays @ 7pm for  an hour: For more  information and 
bookings please email: bex.taichi@yahoo.co.uk; Mob: 07985 001782.

mailto:bobbiallen@btinternet.com
mailto:karennpotts@gmail.com
http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/
mailto:clnorwood@doctors.org.uk
mailto:neighbourhoodwatch.doddington@yahoo.com
https://kent.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ce2871176f2cf0da723a750b1&id=7283f70e6e&e=c46e551643
http://www.doddingtonkent.uk/
http://www.doddingtonkent.uk/
https://www.newnham-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.newnham-pc.gov.uk/
https://www.newnham-pc.gov.uk/
mailto:TerryThompson@swale.gov.Uk
mailto:Rich.Lehmann@kent.gov.uk
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Ess Dee CLEANING
General Household Cleaning

I live in Newnham but will travel to Faversham 
and surrounding villages.  Honest and reliable – 
references can be provided on request.  Hourly 

rate £15 per hour, longer periods can be 
negotiated.

Dog/House Sit £50 per day.

Tel: 01795 892112  Mobile 07735692797

LADY GARDENER

Available for light gardening 
work – Planting, Pruning and 

Weeding
Minimum visit – 2 hours

Bev  07752 830979
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7.00-8.00pm Doddington Village Hall
1st , 3rd and 5th  Monday of each month

For further information and to check 
availability, please contact Rhonda

07885 001782
Email: bex.taichi@yahoo.co.uk

www.abundantenergy.uk

deggsig+digent@gmail.com
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mailto:bie.taichi@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:deggsig+digent@gmail.com
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Newnham Parish Council

Chairman: Emma Turner 07879225544  Vice Chair: Matthew Fray 07756 257521
Councillors: Sue Gunner 890627, Angela Dye. Pippa Pawlik 0796 301443,

Clerk: clerk@newnham-pc.gov.uk

Minutes for the meeting 12th July 2025

Present:  Cllrs Turner, Fray, Gunner and Cockrill

1. Apologies for Absence
Cllrs Crampton, Dye and Pawlik

2. Declarations of Interest
None

3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting Approved
Approved Cllr Fray, Seconded Cllr Gunner

Matters Arising from Previous Meeting
Sharstead Hill – Following the felling and clearing up of broken branches from wind damaged trees 

(by Highways) earlier this year, it has been confirmed that the remaining trees exceed the distance 
from the road to be the responsibility of Highways, who will now contact the landowner regarding 
upkeep and responsibility of the remaining trees and bushes.

4. Open Session - none

5. Highsted Park
An update was provided regarding the ongoing enquiry.  (See page 13 of this newsletter.)  Regular 

updates are posted on The Action Group web page  https://teynham-highsted.org/

6. Parish Council Meeting Time
To remain at 7.30pm for the September meeting when it will be reviewed with all the councillors.

7. KALC Local Government Survey
To be reviewed for a response.

8. Kent Police Report
No reports have been made from within Newnham.

9. Consideration of Future Projects
This Item to be added to the September meeting agenda.

Next meeting 11th September 2025 @ 7.30pm
(No meeting in August 2025)

.

Residents of Newnham are welcome to attend the meetings, which include a public 
session where residents can, at the Chairman’s discretion, speak for a limited time.



.   
                 Contact   us today to arrange a regular      

    contract or request  a free quote.
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sdsewageservices@gmail.com

01622 231814     

Lou   07568 585473

Dan   07783 544514

Instagram   s_d_sewageservices_ltd

mailto:sdsewageservices@gmail.com
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Mobile Beauty Therapist

" I am a qualified Beauty Therapist with 4 years 
experience and am committed to providing the 
highest quality of beauty treatments.

 I am passionate about helping others to feel 
good about themselves, and tailor each 
treatment to clients' specific needs and 
concerns.

 I use the highest quality products, and 
promise to deliver a relaxing, professional 
experience, in the comfort of your home " 

Ella

Nails                    
Gel Manicure             
Gel Re-Polish
Biab with tips
Biab no tips
feet Re-Polish
Soak Off only

Lash Extensions
New Set
Infill
Lash Removal

To book an appointment, or for 
further information:  Phone: 07494 293397
Email: ellakbeautytherapy@gmail.com

Lashes & Brows
Lash Lift & Tint
Lash Lift no Tint
Lash Tint
Brow Tint
Lash & Brow Tint

Advertising space 
available

The u3a Art Group meet regularly each Monday afternoon in 
the Newnham Village Hall and are currently looking for 
models for the life drawing section - no stripping required!.

Male, female, any age welcome – tea & biscuits available.

For more details, please ring Sue on 890627 or email 
gunnersue564@gmail.com

mailto:ellakbeautytherapy@gmail.com


NEWNHAM FETE

On behalf of everyone involved in 
organizing this year’s fete, we would like 
to express our deepest gratitude to each 
and every one of you who joined us. 
Your presence, support, and enthusiasm 
made the event a truly memorable
day for our village.  So many villagers – 
old and new residents - with your 
extended Families, helping out on stalls, 
helping to set up and clear away or just 
joining in the fun and filling the garden 
with happy smiling faces. It was a 
wonderful community event which 
raised funds for the Church, the hall, the 
youth club and Buddies playgroup.

There have been a few suggestions as to 
how we can improve the fete next year 
and we are always open to hearing more. 

We are also grateful for volunteers to 
build the team; there is a lot of work to 
do but  many hands make the load 
lighter.

Please feel free to share your thoughts 
with us or express your interest in 
volunteering.  You are always welcome 
to  come along to our committee 
meetings  or chat over a glass or two  – 
the more the merrier!

Keep your eyes on the newsletter for the 
next meeting date.

Thank you again from all of us.

Newnham Church Clock Update
As reported previously, the latter stages of the clock 
restoration works in March revealed the need to 
fabricate a replacement part and to remove the 
escapement mechanism to a specialist precision 
engineering workshop for remedial works.  These works 
have proved more challenging than expected and we 
recently received the following update from the director 
of the Cumbria Clock Company:
“The laser welding wasn’t successful I’m sorry to say.  I 
have now drawn out the pallets and we are going to 
machine a set.  This will take a bit longer and is slightly 
more complex but very achievable.  However, we will 
stick to the cost we have already quoted.  I do apologise 
for these delays.  In the 44 years I have been in the turret 
clock industry, your set of pallets are the most testing I 
have had to deal with.”

Alas, there will be further delay until the work can be 
completed.

Bruce Leckie

Sad news to pass on to those who 
knew Mike Meakins whilst he lived in 
Newnham.  Mike passed away on the 
12th July at Canterbury House in 
Faversham.

He and his late wife Pat were involved 
in many activities on behalf of the 
village during the  time they lived in 
Newnham.

The funeral is at 2.30pm at Faversham 
Crematorium on 6th August. 
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DODDINGTON and DISTRICT VILLAGE SHOW  Saturday 6th September 2025

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN READING?

WHICH BOOK? – THE LIFE AND TIMES OF THE THUNDERBOLT KID by Bill Bryson (2006)

WHAT’S IT ABOUT? – It’s a travel book (as many of the author’s are) but time travel back to the  1950s 
and 60s.  A joyous and very funny memoir of Bill’s childhood growing up in Des Moines, Iowa. The 
stories will be familiar to anyone of similar age wherever you grew up.

Bill’s family were a tad more eccentric than most, and the mischief he got up to might surprise you 
considering his unassuming nature and ‘national treasure’ status here in the UK!   A book that you can 
read and enjoy over and over again.

WAS IT ON THE MOBILE LIBRARY? – No, but can be reserved from the KCC library catalogue.
Reading about ‘Saturday Children’s Cinema Matinees’ in Des Moines took me back in a flash to the 
totally enjoyable but utterly chaotic and anarchic world of 1960s and 1970s ‘Saturday Morning 
Pictures’ here in the UK.   I’m sure we’ve all got stories about this; those cinema staff deserve medals 
for what they had to put up with!

Sunnyside, Doddington.
Wednesday mornings 9.45am to 10.15am 
(fortnightly excluding bank holidays).
6th Aug  20th  Aug  & 3rd Sept

MOBILE LIBRARY
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Please read your schedule very carefully, especially the Rules & Hints for each Section.  If you have a query, 
ask a Show Committee Member.  Phone numbers are on the back page of the Schedule.

Entry forms and fees should be handed in to Pump Cottage, The Street, Doddington by Thursday 4th 
September 2025 – the deadline is 6pm or earlier if possible – please don’t leave it until the day of the 
Show!

Exhibitors to stage their entries on Show Day from 8.30am to 10.00am.

Craft Items should be clean and undamaged.

We hate to see entries disqualified as “not to Schedule – oversize”, so wherever measurements area stated 
in a Class, particularly for Flower arranging and the Tray of Vegetables but also for paintings and pencil 
drawing, please measure your entry.  For Flower Arranging and the Tray of Vegetables, measure your entry 
when staged – there will be tape measures available in the hall for you to use.

If your won a Cup last year, could you please return  your polished trophy to Barbara Roberts in the week 
before the Show – Thank you.

We know this year may see a drop in horticulture entries due to the weather conditions we have been 
experiencing.  However, we hope this means that many more of you might enter the cookery and craft, 

painting and photography classes.

If you have any surplus produce that you would like to donate for the Sales Table or a Raffle Prize, we would 
be very pleased to received it.  Please bring to the village Hall on Show Day.

Show Schedules still available at the various village outlets, if you are struggling to find one, please 
contact Barbara on 07971 07 527 or email barbara7roberts@gmail.com

SEE YOU AT THE SHOW!

mailto:barbara7roberts@gmail.com
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NEWNHAM VILLAGE 

HALL LOTTERY

The winning numbers of the July 

draw were –

1st  Prize  No    103

2nd  Prize  No     46

3rd  Prize   No   109

The Hall Committee would like to 

thank all our members for

their continued support.

New members are welcome – 

numbers cost 

£2 per month.

Contact Julie on 

01795 890205 

or julied103@hotmail.com

for more information

Sunday  3rd August  7.30pm 
Doddington Village Hall

TOGETHERING 

is a musical performance by 
Christine Adams and her daughter 
Rae Graff celebrating the album 

Virtual Creations recorded in 2020. 
Weekly improvisations over a 

distance were created with videos - 
an important way of keeping each 

other well during that first 
lockdown. This 60-minute 

performance revisits these pieces 
with additional music added "in the 

room". Free entry. Donations to 
Doddington Village Hall

18

mailto:julied103@hotmail.com


       



DIARY OF EVENTS  -  2025
       

2nd  August 12.30-5.30pm    Ukulele Festival – free entry  The Chequers Inn 

3rd August 7pm  “Togethering” – a musical performance Doddington Village Hall
    see page 18 for more details

24th August 1 – 4pm   Doddington Fete    Village Playing Field  
    see front cover for more information

6th September  Doddington and District Village Shiow  Doddington Village Hall  
    (See page 17  for more information)

14th September 9/10am Doddington Village Auction (see page 19) Doddington Village Hall
(viewing 9am  Auction 10am)

17th October 7.30 pm Quiz Night  (see page 15 for more details) Doddington Village Hall

NEWSLETTER - AVAILABLE IN EITHER PAPER COPY DELIVERED 

TO YOUR DOOR OR VIA EMAIL
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

All copy must be received by 6pm on the 20th of the preceding month
(15th for new adverts or changes to regular adverts)

Copy preferred in email or as an attachment to: gunnersue564@gmail.com 
or to

Farthing Cottage, 50 The Street, Newnham, Sittingbourne, Kent. ME9 0LL  
Tel: 01795 890627

See page 7 for details of other regular activities

Did you know Newnham has a village 

WhatsApp group?   - where we share 

news, advice and information or ask for 

help when needed.  

All villagers are welcome to join.

Contact Steve on 07540898617

“Spring “ Cleaning?

Items no longer required but too good  to 

throw away?

 Make use of this newsletter’s Free  advertising   

- only available to residents  in our 3 villages.

Contact information below
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Join us for a monthly mindful walk through woodland -  leaving Doddington Church at 2pm and 
returning for tea & cake at 2.45pm.  Humans and well-behaved dogs all welcome – Friday, 27th 
August  Enquiries: 07790 287878 or lissie1710@gmail.com

Reminder – Doddington V H unavailable from 4th August for 2-3 weeks  (for decorating)
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