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CHURCH SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE SEPTEMBER 2026

3rd September 11.00am Holy Communion Wychling

6th September 9.00am Morning Prayer via website & FB

Trinity 14  10.30am Morning Worship Teynham

  10.30am Morning Worship Norton

  10.30am Holy Communion Doddington

  10.30am Holy Communion Eastling
     

13th September 9.00am Morning Prayer via website & FB

Trinity 15  10.30am All Together Now Lynsted

  10.30am Holy Communion Newnham

  10.30am Holy Communion Oare

  10.30am Morning Prayer Throwley
   

20th September 9.00am Morning Prayer via website & FB

Trinity 16  9.00am Breakfast Church Oare

  10.30am Holy Communion Teynham

  10.30am Holy Communion Norton

  10.30am  Warm Hearts Gathering Doddington Village Hall

  10.30am Morning Worship Eastling
   

27th September 9.00am Morning Prayer via website & FB

Trinity 17  10.30am Family Holy Communion Lynsted

  10.30am Morning Worship Newnham

  10.30am Morning Worship Oare

  10.30am Holy Communion Throwley

  4.00pm Evensong  Teynham

Please check church notices and online for any potential change in services to those 

published above. 

www.kingsdownandcreekside.co.uk

Rector:  Paula Jardine-Rose  Parish Office: 01795 521831  

Church Wardens Contact Details:

Newnham:    Bruce Leckie (01795) 890550   Dave Buckett (01795) 890240

Doddington:    Les Roberts 07944 284173 Matthew Jevons (01795) 886341

Wychling:    Robbie Jardine (01795) 886165 

The Benefice of Kingsdown & Creekside with High Downs
Warm Hearts Gathering

Sun 20th September 10.30am -11.30am
Doddington Village Hall

Refreshments, time for chat, craft & fellowship
All Welcome

http://www.kingsdownandcreekside.co.uk/


Why Make a Will?
Making a will is the only way to ensure that your wishes are carried out after your death.  Without a valid 
will, your property and assets will pass under the Law of intestacy.  In any event it is likely to cost more and 
take longer than if a will  had been made.  Making a will lets your loved ones know that you cared enough 
to sort things out in advance.

Single will from £190.00 incl. VAT.  Mirror wills from £250.00 incl. VAT

R.A.D. Ballet - 3 yrs to senior level

      I.S.T.D. Tap & Modern

      Street Dance, Ladies’ Adult Ballet 

    01622 850329 
     more than a ballet school

www.lenhamballetschool.co.uk
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From our new curate …

Greetings, friends!  My name is Aleksey.  I was born in Vilnius, Lithuania, where my father was a carpenter and my 

mother taught Russian language and literature. Since then, I have travelled and served in a variety of places as a 

student, missionary, and lecturer. My wife, Natasha, and our six children have been a constant source of 

encouragement and inspiration throughout that journey.  I also enjoy theology podcasts, playing bass guitar, and 

spending time with our cat, Kenneth. My journey into the Church of England began when our family moved to 

Newington, near Sittingbourne, shortly before Covid. We found a very warm welcome at St Mary’s Church, and 

through conversations with the Revd Julian Staniforth, I began exploring a call to ordained ministry. After training at 

St Augustines College, West Malling, I am excited to begin my curacy here in 2026.

Aleksey 

FAITH FEATURE

In recent times safeguarding has become a huge topic and priority within the 

Church of England, largely brought on by several high profile cases which have 

led to the church ‘overhauling’ its safeguarding procedures and establishing a strict 

set of National Safeguarding Standards.

The role of the Safeguarding Team in our parishes is to provide leadership and support in following these standards 

to ensure there is a safe environment within our churches where people can feel at ease and children, young 

people and vulnerable adults, indeed all church-goers, are safe from harm, have a voice and can flourish. As a 

church we work hard to follow safer recruitment and training policies, and with my colleague Julie Lemon, act as the 

main contact persons for any concerns or complaints that are reported to us. At a recent Leadership course I 

attended, we discussed the concept of ‘Unconscious Bias’ and how we need to be aware of when this can 

influence our perspective and decision-making within the church environment in regard to others.

Unconscious bias is when we unknowingly make decisions or judgements on the basis of our assumptions, prior 

experiences or personal thought patterns and beliefs. These biases can easily get in the way of our relationships 

and impartial judgement. It's 'unconscious' because we're not aware it's happening and we all have this bias; it’s a 

natural and necessary survival mechanism that allows us to quickly assess situations and decide promptly what 

action we should take, based on our beliefs and previous experiences. It would be difficult to function if we 

approached every situation as if it were entirely new and had never been encountered before.

However, problems can arise when we base our decisions on flawed assumptions, beliefs and experiences. Being 

aware of our own biases, challenging them and making changes to our responses, can help us minimise the risk of 

making poor and potentially damaging decisions around the welfare of others around us.

How can we all become more aware? To start with, we can ask ourselves some questions when making decisions 

to help increase our awareness, such as:

• What am I thinking and why am I thinking it?

• Am I making an assumption about someone or a situation?

• Am I assessing the facts, or am I relying on gut instinct?

Unconscious bias also appears in the Bible; we see it through cultural, ethnic, and gender prejudices held by 

society, and even in Jesus' own disciples. Jesus actively sought to dismantle these implicit prejudices; 

he intentionally crossed social boundaries, he engaged with marginalised groups, and challenged accepted norms 

of his day. When Jesus spoke with the Samaritan woman at the well, his disciples showed surprise and cultural 

bias because Jews did not associate with Samaritans, nor did men publicly converse with unknown women. Even 

among early followers, regional biases existed, such as Nathanael asking, "Can anything good come out of 

Nazareth?" regarding Jesus' hometown.

In the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25–37), Jesus used storytelling to subvert the listener’s 

unconscious ethnic bias. He placed a despised outsider (a Samaritan), as the moral hero. He touched the 

untouchable (lepers), praised the faith of outsiders (like the Roman Centurion), and honoured women by making 

them primary witnesses and participants in his ministry. Jesus used parables to expose and slow down human 

thinking, making implicit biases explicit, so people could recognise and reject their own hardened or misguided 

opinions.

In these examples we see how Jesus transcends the biases of his time because at the heart of his ministry and 

relationship with others was God’s love and goodness. Jesus sets the model for us to follow and by the power of his 

Holy Spirit within us, we can indeed do the things he was doing and, in his words, “even more”.

Mark Harlow, High Downs Safeguarding Officer



Specialised Plastering and General Building
                          A professional service provided

 Free quote which will 
fit your budget

Affordable Quality
Paul Kruger

Mobile: 07817522680 Home: 01795 830572
shirleykruger@aol.com
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deggsig+digent@gmail.com
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A defibrillator 
can be found on the north wall of Doddington VH and  on the porch wall of Newnham VH

Doddington Village Hall (unless otherwise stated)
Weekly
Valley Players: Tuesday evenings, September to December from 7.30pm.  If you are interested in helping or 
taking part in future productions pop in and leave your name and contact details.  Backstage help particularly 
welcome.  Contacts Les Roberts  07944284173 
Buddies Parent and Toddler Group: Friday morning (term-time)  9 to 10.30am.  All children aged 0-4 and their 
carers are most welcome.  New Contact: Amy – email:  amykemp788@gmail.com
Guitar Group: The Chequers, Wednesdays 7.30-9.30 pm.  All levels welcome.
Yoga: every Tuesday 9.30am. Bookings and contact details: Anita Keith 07789 200628 www.createcalm.co.uk 

Monthly
Doddington Parish Council: 2nd Monday 7.30 pm.  Local residents welcome to observe, and there is a section 
for questions and comments from the public.
Historical Research Group: 4th Monday 7.30pm.  Exploring local history and archaeology in the three 
parishes.  Now back meeting regularly.  Contact: Karen Potts karennpotts@gmail.com
Games Afternoon: First Wednesday of each month, 1-3pm. Tea/coffee. Email Lesley Lesleyboast@live.co.uk 
What’s On Tai Chi with Rhonda: selected Mondays @ 7pm for  an hour: For more  information and bookings 
please email: bex.taichi@yahoo.co.uk; Mob: 07985 001782.

Newnham Village Hall (unless otherwise stated)
Weekly    
U3A Art Group: Every Monday afternoon 1-4pm.  Contact:  Sue 01795 890627.
Newnham Brownies:  5.30pm - 7.00pm every Tuesday (term-time only). To join & find out more about 
Brownies, please go to www.girlguiding.org.uk to register your child’s interest on the GO Membership 
system. You will be contacted within a few days about local packs and contacts. 
Outdoor Gym Club-  Start time changed from 11.15 am to 9.30 am every Wednesday

Monthly
Newnham Parish Council Meeting: 2nd Thursday each month at 7.30pm 

Nearby towns and villages

Stalisfield Youth Club: Meet twice monthly in Stalisfield Village Hall 7-8.30pm .  
Contact:  Catherine Norwood,  email: clnorwood@doctors.org.uk   

Zumba: Day and evening classes in Teynham, Faversham and Eastling.  Contact Leigh Miles 01795 890149, 

07873431952, leigh.fitness@btinternet.com, or www. milesdanceandfitness.com

Useful contacts
Doddington Neighbourhood Watch:  To be kept informed of local incidents and general notifications issued 
by the Kent NHW police, please email: neighbourhoodwatch.doddington@yahoo.com
Angela Dye is your Neighbourhood Watch contact for Newnham. email: angeladye@gmail.com 
Suspicious happenings should be reported by phone on 101, or 999 in an emergency.
Scams – for help and  advice with online scams contact Citizens Advice scams action on 080250  5050
Doddington and Newnham online:  www.doddingtonkent.uk https://www.newnham-pc.gov.uk/
Facebook:  Doddington Village and Newnham Village each have their own Facebook sites
Helen Whately:  MP for Faversham and Mid Kent - email: helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk
Address: House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA.    Tel: 020 7219 6472    
Terry Thompson: Ward Member for East Downs: TerryThompson@swale.gov.uk.Phone.07968810638.                                   
Rich Lehmann - County Councillor for Swale East.  Tel: 03000 415013  email- Rich.Lehmann@kent.gov.uk
Claire Jones, KCC Community Warden – 07779 876993 claire.jones4@kent.gov.uk 
PC Gary Morris, Swale Beat Officer for East Downs – gary.morris@kent.police.uk
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Ess Dee CLEANING
General Household Cleaning

I live in Newnham but will cover 

surrounding villages.  Honest and reliable 

– references can be provided on request.  

Hourly rate £16.50 per hour, 

longer periods can be negotiated.

Mobile 07735 692797

Splat Messy Play

Messy play classes for babies and

 toddlers  (six months plus).

Each session offers a variety of themed 

Trays filled with safe, sensory materials 

such as paint, rice, foam, jelly and more.

Bookonline: bookwhen.com/splatmessyplayfaversham Or contact Amy on - 07910707453

Join us to:

•Encourage your child’s creativity and curiosity

•Support early learning through sensory play

•Meet other local parents, grandparents and carers

Classes running in Faversham, Sittingbourne and 

Canterbury.

Classes and Special Events are now open for booking.

https://bookwhen.com/splatmessyplayfaversham
https://bookwhen.com/splatmessyplayfaversham
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Chairman: Steve Coates 07960 110551, Vice Chairman: Colin Jones 886857,
Kevin Attwood 886395, Kirsty Clark 886109, Graham Cuthbert 886365, 

Kevin Fraser 07581 884529 and Linda Lumsden 886376                             
Clerk: Wendy Licence 01622 739324

To email the Council please use: doddingtonpc@gmail.com

DODDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

No meeting is held during August

Date of next Parish Council Meeting: Monday 14 September at 7.30pm in Doddington Village Hall

You are welcome to attend the meetings which include a public participation section where residents can, at the 

Chairman’s discretion, address the Council for up to three minutes on any topic of concern.

https://doddingtonkentparishcouncil.gov.uk/ Don’t forget to sign up for email alerts.

NEWNHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Chairman: Emma Turner 07879 225544, Councillors Sue Gunner 890627, Matthew Fray, Angela 

Dye, Don Cockrill and Jane Crampton.

Clerk: clerk@newnham-pc.gov.uk

No meeting is held during August

Date of next Parish Council Meeting: Thursday 10 September at 7.30pm in Newnham Village Hall

Mobile 

Post Office
The Post Office van calls 

at The Chequers car 

park, Doddington

Every Monday between 

11.20 and 11.50am

https://doddingtonkentparishcouncil.gov.uk/
mailto:clerk@newnham-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@newnham-pc.gov.uk
mailto:clerk@newnham-pc.gov.uk
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Doddington & District 

Village Show

Saturday 12th September, 
Doddington Village Hall

Show schedules now available from: 
Doddington Service Station  -  Doughty’s 

Butchers  -  Newnham Church porch  -  
Doddington Village Hall

Or email: 
barbara7roberts@gmail.com

Please note an amendment to the 
show schedule:

Class 48 should read “A hand-crafted 
Greetings Card and envelope.” Any kind 
of greetings card will be accepted, not 

just a Christmas card.

Doddington Village Hall 
Friday 30th October, 7.30 – 9.30 

A new film bringing together leading UK 
experts to explain, as clearly as possible, what 
the latest science says about the climate and 
nature crisis, how it is already affecting our 
lives, and what can still be done. Rather than 
headlines or politics, the film offers a concise, 
evidence-based overview from experts across 
areas including climate, food, health, 
economics, national security and extreme 
weather. 

Adults over 16 welcome.

There is no charge but please book your place 
via adamsbayford@gmail.com 07790 287878

KINGSDOWN & CREEKSIDE AND HIGH DOWNS

mailto:barbara7roberts@gmail.com


National Theatre Live - 
the best of British theatre. 
Filmed live productions on screen at 

Doddington Village Hall.

Friday 25th September  7.30pm

£5. Bring your own drinks and nibbles. 

Ice creams available.

The Misanthrope

Telling the truth isn’t 

always that simple. Alice, 

a brilliant novelist, 

despises the carefully 

constructed lies of 

modern society. But the 

more she challenges 

those around her, the 

fiercer the backlash 

becomes. Soon, she must 

confront the price of 

speaking her truth in a 

world that would rather 

silence her.

Award-winner Sandra Oh (Killing Eve) plays the title 

role in this razor-sharp reimagining of Molière’s classic 

dark comedy.

NEW YOGA CLASS
Doddington Village Hall
From Tues 8th Sept 9.30am 
£9 per session
Hatha Yoga taught by 
Anita Keith
Book on 07789200628
www.createcalm.co.uk 

FAVERSHAM HOPPER 
COMMUNITY BUS

Runs Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays & Saturdays.
KCC Bus passes are accepted, 

otherwise, £3 per single journey.

Newnham, George Inn  0930…..1205…..1435

Doddington, Chequers  0934…..1208…..1438

Lynsted Church    0940…..1214…..1444

Teynham Railway Station 0949…..1220…..1450

Oare, Three Mariners  1000…..1230…..1500

Davington, Broomfield Rd 1007…..1237…..1507

Faversham Court St   1009…..1239 …..1509

Faversham Court St   1144…..1414…..1544

Faversham Station   1146…..1416…..1546

Bysing Wood Sainsburys 1151…..1421…..Drop-off

Newnham, George Inn  1205…..1435…..Drop-off

Doddington, Chequers  1208…..1438…..Drop-off

Full route and timetable details on the Faversham 
Town Council website 
https://favershamtowncouncil.gov.uk. 
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.   
                 Contact   us today to arrange a regular      

    contract or request  a free quote.
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sdsewageservices@gmail.com

01622 231814 / 01622 844708

    Lou   07568 585473

Dan   07783 544514

Instagram   s_d_sewageservices_ltd

mailto:sdsewageservices@gmail.com
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Another hot summer and just like clockwork, we had another hosepipe ban to go with it. Water outages and 

hosepipe bans are becoming the new normal for us in Kent. Three times in the last year hundreds of my 

constituents were left without water for days on end. Households had the choice of buying water from the 

supermarket - until they ran out - or travelling miles to far flung distribution points. Businesses were left in the lurch, 

forced to cancel bookings and close their premises.  Livestock owners spent hours filling up water containers, 

relying on friends outside the outage areas.

In the UK we expect to be able to turn on the tap and get drinkable water, it doesn’t seem a lot to ask.  But no 

longer.

My instinct is generally to look for an answer rather than pinning blame on an individual. But this has been 

different.  Last year David Hinton, the Chief Executive of South East Water promised he would fix the problems – 

especially with the poor emergency response. Except for livestock, which he told me was not a priority. I disagreed. 

Then we had then next outage, and none of the problems had been fixed.

That’s when I called for the Chief Executive to go. I had lost all confidence in him. He showed no sign of caring 

about the impact of water outages on households, businesses or farmers. And there was no reason to believe he 

would fix the problems. It took a while, including several debates in Parliament, but eventually he got the message 

and resigned.

Since his departure, I have held two meetings with South East Water – one with local businesses and one with 

livestock owners. The livestock meeting was encouraging. South East Water staff listened and sounded concerned. 

They have set up a livestock register for people with larger animals like horses. You can find this by searching for 

‘South East Water agricultural community’

At the business meeting we discussed the loss of revenue they have suffered as well as extra costs. I have pushed 

for more compensation. No answer as yet – so I will follow this up with the new Chief Executive. We also discussed 

better back-up supplies of water for businesses in the event of outages. New leadership at the top of South East 

Water gives us an opportunity to influence the future direction of the company. That is why I am asking for your 

views. I would be grateful if you could take a few moments to complete the survey on my website by searching 

‘Helen Whately Water survey’

I will collate all the feedback and take this to the new Chief Executive, John Halsall, so he can take your views into 

account as he shapes the future direction of the company.

Best wishes

  

Annual Sponsored Bicycle Ride and Stride

Saturday 12 September 2026, 10am-6pm
Visit some of the 700 churches across Kent by bicycle or on foot

The Friends of Kent Churches is an ecumenical charity dedicated to the preservation of churches of architectural 

merit. Its main fund-raising event is the sponsored cycle ride and walk that takes place on the second Saturday in 

September each year. 50% of sponsorship money raised goes to the church chosen by the participant, with the other 

50% going to the Friends who distribute around £180,000 per year in grants. In 2011 Newnham church was lucky 

enough to receive a substantial grant from the Friends towards the £20,000 cost of masonry repairs carried out that 

year. 

You can lend your support by riding or walking to raise money yourself, or simply by sponsoring those who are. If you 

participate you will get the chance to enjoy some church architecture, a pleasant day out in the countryside and an 

assortment of homemade cakes and refreshments along the way. This year Bruce Leckie intends to cycle from 

Newnham to St. Augustine’s Church in Ramsgate following as best he can the Augustine Camino route which passes 

through Doddington and Newnham on its way from Rochester Cathedral.

For more information and sponsorship forms or if you would like somebody to ride with, please contact:

Bruce Leckie 130 The Street, Newnham     Tel: 890550 bruce.leckie@live.co.uk

https://www.business.southeastwater.co.uk/help/supporting-our-agricultural-community/#introduction
mailto:bruce.leckie@live.co.uk


Beauty Therapist

" I am a qualified Beauty Therapist with 4 years 
experience and am committed to providing the 
highest quality of beauty treatments.

 I am passionate about helping others to feel good 
about themselves, and tailor each treatment to 
clients' specific needs and concerns.

 I use the highest quality products, and promise to 
deliver a relaxing, professional experience, in  my  
Doddington “Beauty Room" 

Ella

Nails
Gel Manicure             
Gel Re-Polish
BiabNails                    
G with tips
Biab no tips
feet Re-Polish
Pedicure
Soak Off only

Lash Extensions              Dermaplaning
New Set  
Infill                                  Micro needling             
Lash Removal

To book an appointment, or for 
further information:  Phone: 07494 293397
Email: ellakbeautytherapy@gmail.com

Lashes & Brows
Lash Lift & Tint
Lash Lift no Tint
Lash Tint
Brow Tint
Lash & Brow Tint
Semi Permanent Brows 
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The Queens Regimental Association

… would like to issue an invitation 
to the monthly veterans' breakfast 
held at the Jon Wright Memorial 
Field (formerly Kennels Field).  

Their Secretary, Alisdair Goulden, 
advises that they provide free 
breakfasts for any veteran; and 
welcome attendance by any of their 
local friends who want to come and 
hear about the work that we are 
doing at the Rehabilitation Centre 
and have breakfast with us (a 
donation is welcome!)

Join us for good food & good 
company – Event dates for 2026
10am on 30th Aug, 27 Sept, 18th Oct.

15

Join us to celebrate the completion of our belfry 

tower refurbishment project along with the retiling 

of the church tower roof at a very special “Hymns 

& Pimms” service. 

Additional parking will be available in the farm 

yard behind the church for those who are more 

mobile by kind permission of the owner.

Sunday 6th September, 4.30pm

MOBILE LIBRARY  
Sunnyside, Doddington. Wednesday mornings 9.45am to 10.15am 
(fortnightly excluding bank holidays). 
Next dates: 2nd Sept, 16th Sept, 30th Sept

WHAT HAVE WE BEEN READING? 

WHICH BOOK? – DICTATOR by Robert Harris, published 2015

WHAT IS IT ABOUT? – The third book in the Cicero Trilogy (Imperium, Lustrum, Dictator), all set in Rome 
in the 1st century BC . The fictional biography follows rising young lawyer and legendary orator Marcus 
Cicero, as he gains political power in the violent, treacherous world of Roman politics. He is clever and 
compassionate but learns to be cunning and devious to survive, also to take risks leaving him vulnerable 
to ruin. The ambition and corruption of others (notably Julius Caesar) make Cicero’s progress a political 
roller-coaster.

WAS IT ON THE MOBILE LIBRARY? – No, ordered from KCC Library catalogue, and delivered on the next 
mobile library visit.

The books are narrated by Marcus Tullius Tiro, Cicero’s slave (later freedman) who worked as his 
secretary. He is credited with inventing a shorthand system that he used for recording speeches 
(including the ampersand symbol ‘&’). Tiro published Cicero’s biography, his speeches and a joke 
collection!
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Notes from WDN History Group – The railway that never was

They say that ‘there is nothing new under the sun’, which appears to be the case with some of our 

findings! The history group is looking at some of the early minute books (kindly lent to us by 

Doddington and Newnham PCs). We’re seeing complaints about drainage in the villages, also the poor 

state of the roads, some recorded 130 years ago. Sounds familiar doesn’t it! 

The railway mentioned in the title might perhaps have alleviated some of the road travel problems. 

There was a plan to run a railway line between Maidstone and Faversham passing through our valley.  

Newnham Parish Council responded in October 1899, “That as the proposed Light railway would in 

every respect benefit the ratepayers as to the conveyance of produce (etc) and bringing the inhabitants 

of this parish in better communication with the towns of Faversham & Maidstone the council would 

endeavour to support the scheme as far as their power extends at the same time.” The railway was 

considered a way of improving connection to larger towns for the relatively isolated villages and a 

much easier way to transport goods (including gravel extracted from the valley floor). 

The Maidstone & Faversham Junction Light Railway Co. Ltd (1899) planned a 12-mile route leaving 

the existing line between Hollingbourne and Harrietsham, rising 4 miles gradually (1 in 50) up the scarp 

slope of the North Downs, then descending the dip slope (1 in 50) for 4 miles passing through 

Wychling, Doddington and Newnham. Then a gentler gradient from Newnham downhill to join the 

existing line near Ospringe. But the money was never raised for the railway extension and plans were 

shelved. No railway lines have been built in the intervening years that climb the North Downs. So again 

‘nothing new under the sun’, and it may be that the scheme was too ambitious.

There’s more information on the proposed railway in the 1998 Newnham Village Appraisal Report if 

you still own a copy.

Nature Notes

It’s been really hot, and …

• 23,000 ha of land has been lost to wildfires. Not all of this will be valuable wildlife habitat, but all of the 

Dunwich Heath nature reserve in Suffolk, and parts of the exceptional New Forest have gone and will 

take many years to recover.

• Wetland habitats will have dried up, and river water quality will have declined as sewage discharges 

make up a greater proportion of the flowing water (even properly treated effluent reduces the quality 

of the water it flows into).

• Pollinating insects will be suffering from climate change. The severe drought means that nectar is less 

available. And some species are directly affected: for example, it has been found that the Red Mason 

Bee is less fertile, less likely to survive over the winter, and less able to fly as a result of extreme heat 

conditions.

• A recent paper in the journal Nature suggests that under worst case climate change scenarios, Britain 

would lose 1 in 5 of its plant species and 1 in 7 of its bird species.

There are those who say ‘we can’t afford net zero’ and that we should ‘enjoy the hot, sunny weather’, 
but they clearly haven’t grasped that if we never get to net zero, then atmospheric carbon dioxide levels 

will continue to increase and temperatures will just continue to rise until the planet is uninhabitable. The 
truth is that the faster we act, the less damage we will do to the country’s wildlife, and to ourselves.

All of which is why the National Emergency Briefing on the climate and nature crisis, which is being 

shown on Friday 30th October at 7.30pm in Doddington Village Hall, is essential viewing for everyone. 
Although it presents some alarming facts – heatwaves in Europe are intensifying faster than anywhere in 

the world and much faster than climate models predict; by 2050, 1 in 4 properties will be at risk of 
flooding – it also clearly shows that we can mitigate or avoid these impacts, and what needs to be done. 

It’s not just about what we do as individuals – though this is important – but what we do as society.

Richard Moyse
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In December, a casual comment on the village WhatsApp group gave birth to Wild About Newnham — a small 
but enthusiastic group of residents brought together by a shared desire to help wildlife thrive. Our first 
meeting involved tea, biscuits, ideas but most importantly, a mission statement:

‘To help wildlife thrive in Newnham by growing together; sharing ideas and creating nature-friendly gardens 
and village spaces.’

We realised that behind many garden gates, residents are already creating wildlife-friendly spaces. By 
expanding and connecting these pockets across the village, we can make a much bigger difference.

During a particularly nasty virus in February, I was craving rest and a connection with nature, so I finally 
watched Wilding, the story of the Knepp Estate in West Sussex.

Knepp is a remarkable example of rewilding. When intensive farming became unprofitable, the estate stepped 
back and allowed nature to take the lead. Free-roaming animals, such as cattle, ponies and pigs shaped the 
landscape, habitats became more diverse, and species such as nightingales, turtle doves and purple emperor 
butterflies have returned.

Inspired, I naively thought I could do the same in our garden. It wasn’t long before I realised I don’t have 3,500 
acres — or free-roaming animals — to keep things under control!

But once I’d restored some order, I realised rewilding wasn’t really my goal. What mattered was becoming 
more conscious of how we garden and how our choices affect the wildlife around us.

Wild About Newnham explores practical ideas that anyone can adopt, whatever their gardening style, ability 
or space.

Although we’ve only been active for a few months, we’ve already worked on several projects, including 
mapping ‘Hedgehog Highways’, creating a Great Big Green Week display for the church about reusing garden 
materials for practical uses and to create habitats, and establishing a community seed bank in the old phone 
box.

We’re taking a short break over the holidays, but will be back in September with new ideas, including:

• Expanding our map to also add ‘Pollinator Pathways’.

• Finding a communal space to share surplus garden produce

• Bat walks, nature trails, woodland art and peaceful gatherings in wildlife-rich spaces.

• Finding ways for those unable to attend monthly meetings to get involved.

We’re excited about what’s ahead and the opportunity to keep growing our connections — with nature, and 
with each other and we’d love more of you to join us!

After all, without Knepp’s free-roaming animals, we are the ‘keystone species’ in our gardens and shared 
spaces. Our impact is huge — let’s work together to make it a positive one.

Clare Woolston                            

How to get involved!  Whatsapp Group: 07504-954-544

Want to get  ‘Wild About Newnham’?

Wild About Newnham 
Facebook Group

Scan to view 
Hedgehog Highway Map



DIARY OF EVENTS  -  2026
30th August 1.00-4.00pm Doddington Village Fete (see page 11) Doddington Rec

30th August 10.00am QRRA Veterans’ Breakfast (see page 15) John Wright Memorial Field

2nd Sept. 9.45-10.15am Mobile Library (see page 15)  Sunnyside, Doddington

2nd Sept. 1.00-300pm Games Afternoon (see below) Doddington Village Hall

6th September 4.30pm Hymns & Pimms (see page 15) Stalisfield Church

10th September 7.30pm Newnham Parish Council  Newnham Village Hall

12th September Doddington & District Village Show Doddington Village Hall
  (see page 10)

12th September 10am-6pm Friends of Kent Churches Ride & Stride (see page 13)

14th September 7.30pm Doddington Parish Council  Doddington Village Hall

16th Sept. 9.45-10.15am Mobile Library (see page 15)  Sunnyside, Doddington

20th September 10.30am Warm Hearts Gathering (see page 3) Doddington Village Hall

25th September 7.30pm National Theatre Live (see page 11) Doddington Village Hall

27th September 10.00am QRRA Veterans’ Breakfast (see page 15) John Wright Memorial Field

30th Sept. 9.45-10.15am Mobile Library (see page 15)  Sunnyside, Doddington

9th October 7.30pm Quora in Concert (see page 10) Newnham Church

16th October 7.30pm Quiz Night (see page 10)  Doddington Village Hall

30th October 7.30pm People’s Emergency Briefing Doddington Village Hall
  (see page 10)

and see page 7 for regular events and activities

  

  

NEWSLETTER - AVAILABLE IN EITHER PAPER COPY DELIVERED 

TO YOUR DOOR OR VIA EMAIL

All copy must be received by 6pm on the 20th of the preceding month

(15th for new adverts or changes to regular adverts)

Copy preferred in email or as an attachment to: dnwnewsletter@outlook.com 

or to Farthing Cottage, 50 The Street, Newnham, Sittingbourne, Kent. ME9 0LL  

Tel: 01795 890627   email: gunnersue564@gmail.com

Did you know Newnham has a village WhatsApp group, where we share news, advice and 

information or ask for help when needed?  All villagers are welcome to join.           

Contact Steve on 07540898617

NEWNHAM VILLAGE HALL LOTTERY

The winning numbers in the
August Draws are as follows

The Hall Committee would like to thank all our 
members for their continued support.

New members are welcome – numbers cost £2 per 
month.  Contact Julie on 01795890205 or 

julied103@hotmail.com for more information

1st - 89    2nd - 109   3rd - 23

Games Afternoon!
The chance to meet with others and 

play different board or 
card games.

Tea & coffee available

Weds 2nd September, 1-3pm
Doddington Village Hall.

Lesleyboast@live.co.uk

mailto:dnwnewsletter@outlook.com
mailto:gunnersue564@gmail.com
mailto:julied103@hotmail.com
mailto:Lesleyboast@live.co.uk
mailto:Lesleyboast@live.co.uk
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